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I have the honour at the direction 
of the ^ardene Committee to refer you te the 
question of erecting a laboratory in theee 
u strde»s, and to explain that an error in regad 
to it has got into the draft estimate* whereby 

i 

we hare naked for twice aa mu oh as ia needed 

the granting of the 

and it ia understood that the request is being 
withheld 

on as count ox its largeness 
2, Ae to the Estimates, the item wee 

inserted in the Public Works Department** rote 

* 

on sanction given in Cardene* 10766/13, I had asked 
(para 1 section 4 of my letter of December 5th, 


1913) 

for the 

« 

erection 

of 

the Gardens ^aboratoy 

with 

offices underneath, 

as 

proposed ia 

file 

Garden* 4071/16, 

and had 

given reasons 

in para 

5 of 

the same 

letter, 

the 

Colonial Engineer 

had i 

estimated 

the cost 

at 

$40,000, and 

in a 

note 

dated 26th. Teh., 1919 

sanction was 


given 

for the 

entering 

of 

this sum in 

the 


Estimates, without my having the opportunity of 

discovering that the estimate of $40,000 was 

based upon the 

on the first" fVMlQf Architect* s plans, which 
were not approved in their entirety, 

3, The laboratory was proposed by me in 
a letter dated 16th, June, 1914 (file Gardens 
769/14) to be a building erected upon the 
site of the existing Gardens herbarium building 
affording double the room of the herbarium by 
being two storied, the laboratory of necessity 
above, Mr, Wilkinson, then Colonial Secretary, 
however, was not prepared to allow me tc 



pull down the Herbarium, but he was prepared te 
{sanction IBMMMaa^ three-eighths of my prepoeal 
name 1 Jr the eroeyien of the laboratory ae a twe¬ 
et cried building* Unfortunately for the Department 
upon the outbreak of war erection was postponed, t© 
be postponed again In * T ardent* 0 769/14 by lettere 

d&jred 16th August, 1815 and 10 June, 1916, the last 
suggesting the end of the war ae the time for 

erecting it* 

4, By a mueh regretted mischance we now stand 
exposed to another postponement. 

* 

5. On Menday last, the 8th., the Gardens 
Cenmittee instructed me to urge as strongly as 1 
ean that the $ 80,000 wanted should be allowed 

to stand in th? Budget estimate* for 1920, that 

the laboratory may be erected. If the Government 

such 

can do this it will be aw act An I deem Lord 
Miftner indioat ad in hi#* di spat eh on scientific 
research which w&e published in the Gazette of 
August 8th., 1919, p« 1166-13.67. 

6. Hot only on these grounds but to avoid 

« 

wests should the laboratory be built. It was 
pointed out in ray letter of 5th. February 1914, 

(file 769/14) that the appointment of an Assistant 
Director, who should be a student of the Lower 
Plants necessitated a laboratory for hio studios; 

and it has always been understood that the justi¬ 
fication for poetponing the erection of the building 
lay in the fact that the services of the AssiBtaht 
Director had bee i put at the disposal of the 
far office for the duration of the war* Low that 
the Assistant Director, ^ajor Chipp, i* at work 
it is the bounden duty ef the Colony to itself 

as well a® to him to supply the laboratory in 





which alone can he justify himself and your 
appointing of him. To appoint the officer, and 

not to furnish him with the mean* of doing 

# 

hi# work will he wa#teful 0 

7*1“ You are aware of the organisation of 

my department, how we hare 

a Direeter whoee knowledge i# ef the Higher 

Plant# 

an Assistant Director, who#© knowledge i« of 

the Lower Plante 

an Aeeietamt Curator whoee ©kill ie in 

practise! Hori*iculture 


a Pield Assistant 

to help 

as 

required 


and that this scheme 

carries 

the 

eerollary 

that 

when the Director is 

replaced 

in 

retirement 

by 


the A#»let ant Director and the highest office 
in the Garden# is occupied hy the expert on 
Lew or pliate, the new Assistant Direetor would 
he appelated for hi# knowledge of the Higher 
Plants, Thu# hare we plannntd to sorer our 

4 

ground, ffe hare arrange* that in retirement Mr, 
Ridley should write a Handbook to the Higher 
Plants of the ^eaineula, and with ajor Chipp 
at work it la intended to build up ^Material© 
for carrying the Handbook through the Lower 
Plant# too, 

I return from, leare in -&ay next, ideally the 
new laboratory should be in uee then; far with 
my rethrn I hop© to free the Assistant Director 
#o mu oh from administrative duties that the pro 1 
^ress in our knowledge of trho thousand# of 
algae, fungi, and other Lower plants, will be 

4 

striking. It needs only opportunity and the 

\ 

laboratory to achieve thie: and to wait yet 
another year upon the top of five years of 
waiting will be disappointing. 





■4 -n 


8. Aft I nover knew when the bogey of 
OYerl&pping of work may be railed, may I a*»ure 
yon that I expoet ne overlapping of work between 

4 “ 

my office and the Department of Agriculture ■ s # 

My department 9 * purpose la to determine and oat a- 
legue the plants oeeuarrl ag in the Peninsulas the 
raye©legi»t of that Department sit* down with a 
restricted prsgrexsm* In the attempt to get a 
no ©omplete ** idea of the lif*-hi*t©rie* of 
c ert&ir notorious pest© me may enable planter* to 
combat them. The determinetis** made in my departme 
meat sre the clearing of ground for his eperattene 

A go Oil under* tending between the two department* 

i 

is all that ie neoeeaary# 

{« L5.itly m• -y T -m% 1 eipate another possible 
objection, namely that the scientist* in London are 
;;eiag to &.q It all far u*« They sennet; and it 

ie obvious that m one can count upon studying 

living Low-sr Plant* anywhere better than In the 

« 

elim-vt** natural, to them, 

1^* 1 trurt that th© turn of $20, COO may , be 

al X ewe# to © t and 1 n th* C denial J§ • t imat ss for 
the coming year® 

I hare* 
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